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PROGRAM NOTE 
 

The title of this work, Given time… is meant to be less of a title and more like the 

beginning of a deep thought. Time is one of those things that I think humans just 

don’t understand and don’t give very much thought to, especially considering 

how much time has already passed and how much time left there is in the 

universe. Where does space and time end? And where do we (or I) fit in all of it? 

Does everything I do have any lasting impact on the eternal scheme of things? The 

list of questions goes on seemingly forever, but pondering them has always been 

stirring to me. Setting some of these thoughts and feelings to music was a new 

challenge that I loved every step of the way. 

 

This work sets three poems by Kenny A. Chaffin. Several more of his poems were 

selected to be included in the work at a later date. Each poem introduces a new 

way of looking at or thinking about the vastness of the universe, the endlessness 

of time, and in some cases, our potential impact or fate as a human race. 

 

“And They All Danced” is about an incomprehensibly slow dance that has gone 

on for billions of years and will continue to go on forever. It is the dance of the 

galaxies as they move, twirl around, and sometimes collide with each other. The 

music is slow but filled with anxious anticipation. It is meant to give the 

impression of something small and docile, yet enormous and powerful at the same 

time—just like the drifting galaxies through space. There are a couple moments in 

the music where I imagined an extremely slow “downbeat” as if we were listening 

to the dance music of the universe slowed down by a thousand times—or is it sped 

up? 

 

“Seeking Contact” comes from mankind’s current perspective and relationship 

with the universe. For decades now we have been probing the galaxy and listening 

for any kind of a response. It reflects our innate desire to answer the question—

are we alone in the universe? As Arthur C. Clarke famously said, “both [answers] 

are equally terrifying.” The music reflects our persistent effort to reach out in 

search of life beyond this planet and possibly a hint of apprehension at finding out 

the answer. 

 

“Millions of Years from Now” is an attempt to reflect the thoughts of someone 

living millions of years from now as they remember their solar system of origin. 

After having populated the rest of the Milky Way and beyond, would we look 

back with fondness or disdain? I imagine the speaker of this poem as a spoiled and 

distracted twenty-something living millions of years in the future who’s decided 

that the new, cool, retro thing is the Oort Cloud—a spherical shell of icy objects 

that exist in the outermost reaches of our solar system.  
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POETRY  
by Kenny A. Chaffin 

 

 

And all the Galaxies Danced 

 

It was a slow dance 

slower than anything 

comprehensible by 

mere mortal humans. 

 

M81 and 82 twirl 

like lovers enthralled. 

Dancing, merging, twirling about 

under billions of brilliant stars. 

 

The Milky Way dips 

Andromeda and swings 

her out and away, before 

pulling her tight again. 

 

The dance goes on above our heads 

though we never see, 

galaxies dancing for billions of years 

to a lilting cosmic beat. 

 

 

Seeking Contact 

 

Like gossamer threads reaching out 

we seek the stars 

 

Driven to know, to grow, to search 

we push ever outward 

 

No matter the quantum odds 

no matter the impossible distances 

 

We seek others of our kind, in our image 

reflected in the stars 

 

 

Billions of Years from Now 

 

The Oort Cloud now is cool again 

not in the sense of temperature 

though surely it's cooled a bit 

 

It's cool because after billions of years 

of spreading out seed over 

distant galaxies and times 

 

we've turned our attention 

with a sense of nostalgia 

to the place where we were born. 
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T.-t., large rollers (deep, subtle swell)
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Vary the duration of the F's (ca. two per second); Non-accented.
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Fl.

Bs. Fl.

Picc.

Ob. 1

Ob. 2

Eng. Hn.

Cl. 1

Cl. 2

Bs. Cl.

Bsn. 1

Bsn. 2

Cbsn.

Hn. 1

Hn. 2

Hn. 3

Hn. 4

C Tpt. 1

C Tpt. 2

C Tpt. 3

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Bs. Tbn.

Tba.

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

Hp.

Pno.

S.

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.

pp

50 51 52 53 54 55

p

sure

mp  (focused)

ly- it's cooled a bit, sure

cresc. poco a poco

ly- it's

50 51 52 53 54 55

pp mp pp

pp mp pp

pp pp mp pp

pp mp pp
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8

6

8

6

8

6

8

6

8

6
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6

8

6

8

6

8

6

8

6

8

6

8
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8

6

8

6

8
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8

6
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6

8

6

8
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8

6

8
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8

6

8

6

8

6

8

6

8

6

8

6

8
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8

6

8

6

8

6

8

6

8

6

8

6

8

6

8

6

8

6

8

6

8

&
∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑

Repeat slowly ad lib. non-synchornized.

S.T. S.P. S.T.

B ∑ ∑

Repeat slowly ad lib. non-synchornized.

S.T. S.P. S.T.

B ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

Repeat slowly ad lib. non-synchornized.

S.T. S.P. S.T.

?

Repeat slowly ad lib. non-synchornized.

S.T. S.P. S.T.

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

˙ ™ ˙ ™ œ

j ‰ ‰ Œ ™

œ

J

‰ ‰ Œ ™

œ œ

j

œ ™ œ ™ œ ™
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œ
-
œ
-
œ
-
œ
-
œ
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œ
-
œ
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Fl.

Bs. Fl.

Picc.

Ob. 1

Ob. 2

Eng. Hn.

Cl. 1

Cl. 2

Bs. Cl.

Bsn. 1

Bsn. 2

Cbsn.

Hn. 1

Hn. 2

Hn. 3

Hn. 4

C Tpt. 1

C Tpt. 2

C Tpt. 3

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Bs. Tbn.

Tba.

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

Hp.

Pno.

S.

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.

56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64

mf

°

cooled a bit, sure ly- it's cooled a bit, sure ly- it's cooled a

pp mp pp

56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64

pp mp pp
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∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
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&
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&
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&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

Vib. arco

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

Repeat slowly ad lib. non-synchornized.

S.T. S.P. S.T.

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

Repeat slowly ad lib. non-synchornized.

S.T. S.P. S.T.
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Bs. Fl.

Picc.

Ob. 1

Ob. 2

Eng. Hn.

Cl. 1

Cl. 2

Bs. Cl.

Bsn. 1

Bsn. 2

Cbsn.

Hn. 1

Hn. 2

Hn. 3

Hn. 4

C Tpt. 1

C Tpt. 2

C Tpt. 3

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Bs. Tbn.

Tba.

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

Hp.

Pno.

S.

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.

f

65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74

f

pp mf

pp mf

p f

p f

p f

p mf p p mf

p mf p

p mf p p mf p

f

bit, it's

f

cooled a bit.

ff

f

65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74

f

f

f

f

f

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ í ™™

(slap tongue)

unsynchronized; fermatas are short and varied in length

î™™
≠

∑

U

(long)

&
∑ ∑ í ™™

(slap tongue)

unsynchronized; fermatas are

short and varied in length

î™™ ≠
∑

U

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

U

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

U

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

U

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

U

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

U

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

U

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

U

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

U

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

U

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

U

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

U

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

U

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

U

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

U

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

Cup mute

∑ ∑

U

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

Cup mute

∑ ∑

U

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

Cup mute

∑ ∑

U

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

U

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

U

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

U

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

U

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

U

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

Sizzle Cym.;

scrape with coin

To Mar.

~
~
~
~
~
~
~

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

U

&
∑

U

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

U

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

U

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

U

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

U

&

&
∑

U

& ≠
∑

U

(long)

& ≠
∑

U

& ≠
∑

U

B
≠

∑

U

?

≠
∑

U

?

≠
∑

U

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

U

œ

+

j ‰

U

œ

+

b

j ‰

U

œ

+

j

‰

U

œ

+

j ‰

U

œ

+

b

j ‰

U

œ

+

j

‰

U

˙b ™ ˙ ™ ˙ ™

˙ ™ ˙ ™

˙ ™ ˙ ™ ˙ ™

˙ ™ ˙ ™ ˙ ™

˙ ™ ˙ ™ ˙ ™

œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

˙
U™

˙ ™

˙b ™
˙ ™

˙ ™

˙b ™
˙ ™

˙ ™

˙b ™
˙ ™

œ ™

Œ ™
˙ ™

˙b ™ ˙ ™ ˙ ™

Œ ™ ‰ ‰

œ

J

˙ ™ ˙ ™ ˙ ™
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Bs. Fl.

Picc.

Ob. 1

Ob. 2

Eng. Hn.

Cl. 1

Cl. 2

Bs. Cl.

Bsn. 1

Bsn. 2

Cbsn.

Hn. 1

Hn. 2

Hn. 3

Hn. 4

C Tpt. 1

C Tpt. 2

C Tpt. 3

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Bs. Tbn.

Tba.

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

Hp.

Pno.

S.

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.

 Poco più mosso (q = 100)

75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87

mf

p

its

mp

cool be cause- af ter- mil lions- of years of

ppp

 Poco più mosso (q = 100)

75

76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87

ppp
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