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INSTRUMENTATION 
 

Transposed Score 
 
3 Flutes (3rd double Piccolo) 
3 Oboes 
3 Clarinets in Bb 
2 Bassoons 
 
4 Horns in F 
3 Trumpets in C 
3 Trombones 
Tuba 
 
Timpani 
 
Percussion 1 

Marimba (range A2-Bb5*), Suspended Cymbal, Vibraphone (may be 
shared, also bowed), Glockenspiel 

 
Percussion 2 
 Vibraphone (may be shared, also bowed), Tam-tam, Suspended Cymbal 
 
Percussion 3 

Bass Drum, Crotales (range C4-C6*, sounding 15ma, bowed), Suspended 
Cymbal 

 
Harp 
 
Piano 
 
Violin 1 
Violin 2 
Viola 
Cello 
Double Bass 
 

Duration: ca. 17 minutes 
Movement 1 – 5 minutes 30 seconds 
Movement 2 – 4 minutes 40 seconds 
Movement 3 – 7 minutes 15 seconds 

 
 
*if middle C=C4 
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PROGRAM NOTE 
 

This work was inspired by a beautiful image from J.R.R. Tolkien’s The Lord of 
the Rings: 
 

“And then it seemed to him that as in his dream in the house of 
Bombadil, the grey rain-curtain turned all to silver glass and was 
rolled back, and he beheld white shores and beyond them a far green 
country under a swift sunrise.” 

~The Return of The King, Book VI chapter 9 
 
This imagery inspired the three movements of this work. The first, The Gray 
Raincurtain, depicts a violent end, the world crashing down around you. The 
musical material of this movement gradually unravels – the piece is built in several 
waves, each becoming more and more tumultuous and disturbed, until the final crest 
shatters and leaves a deafening silence in its wake.  
 
The second movement, Silver Glass, is an in-between place – a transformation from 
one state of being to another. The sound of silver glass is created with bowed 
percussion instruments, the rest of the orchestra gradually adding their voices to 
create a glistening halo of sound. 
 
The final movement, The Far Green Country, emerges from this halo and embodies 
the excitement and joy of arriving home after a long absence. This movement rotates 
through key centers, slowly adding accidentals to the orchestral texture, creating the 
feeling of running ever upward and upward, each step of the way more euphoric 
than the last. 
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Piano

Violin 1

Violin 2

Viola

Violoncello
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