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PROGRAM NOTE

After getting engaged Kate decides to invite her estranged mother over to come out as queer.
As Kate attempts to appease her mother, who fervently disagrees with her lifestyle, choices,

and sexuality, the dinner starts over, progressively becoming stranger until Kate must finally
confront their relationship.
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INSTRUMENTATION

Flute
Oboe
Bb Clarinet
Bassoon

Horn in F
Bb Trumpet
Trombone
Percussion (2 Players)

Piano

String Quartet
Double Bass

Percussion 1: Xylophone, Medium Gong, Bass Drum, Glockenspiel, Medium Cymbal,

Tomtoms

Percussion 2: Medium Gong, Bass Drum, Temple Blocks
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PERFORMANCE
TECHNIQUES

x  whispered or spoken

A to be played as high as possible

V¥ Gasp/Ingressive Breathing

Trills should always be played up a semi-tone.

Text in quotation marks should be spoken naturally at performer's own pace as opposed to text
with x note heads which should be spoken in the notated rhythm.
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CHARACTERS

Kate: Late 20s female, newly engaged to Pat. (mezzo-soprano)
Linda: Mother of Kate, mid 40’s, single. (Soprano)

Pat: Late 20s, nonbinary, newly engaged to Kate. (Contralto)
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SYNOPSIS

Scene I: After getting engaged Kate decides to invite her estranged mother over to come out
as queer. She is nervous about it but her partner Pat reassures her that it’ll be alright and that
they’ll be there for her as support. Kate’s mother Linda arrives and the dinner immediately
begins to take a turn for the worst. Besides being generally unfriendly and misgendering Pat,
Linda has not warned the couple about her new gluten free fad diet. Linda loudly exclaims she
won’t eat the lasagna Pat made and lectures on the dangers of gluten. In an attempt to appease
her mother Kate says she will make something else. As she turns to cook something new the
lights go out.

Scene II: The evening has started over and Kate is back in the kitchen before Linda’s arrival.
She notices that something is amiss and assumes she must have been daydreaming but worries
about what she had just seen. She panics and tells Pat they have to make a salad instead of the
lasagna. Pat is skeptical but ultimately makes the salad in order to make Kate happy. Linda
arrives and notices Kate is acting a little strange. When it is time to cook dinner Kate
announces they’ll be having salad and to her relief Linda accepts this alternative. As Kate is
serving dinner Linda explains that salad is for the best since Kate has gained weight since she
last saw her. Linda also explains that since Kate gained weight she should be more cautious
about the kind of clothes she wears, referring to the holy bible that is her issue of
Cosmopolitan Magazine. Kate, feeling self conscious, turns to go change but once again the
lights go out.

Scene III: The evening has started over and Kate is once again back in the kitchen before
Linda’s arrival. The kitchen has become more distorted and Kate begins to realize that the past
two iterations of the dinner were not dreams. She panics and tries to get around another reset
by trying to persuade Pat and Linda into going out to dinner instead. This ultimately backfires
when Linda’s feelings about Pat are brought to light and Linda threatens to leave. In an
attempt to salvage the dinner Kate tells Linda she’ll try to throw something else together. Kate
turns to go cook something and the lights go out.

Scene IV: The evening has started over and Kate is once again back in the kitchen before
Linda’s arrival. The kitchen is barely recognizable and once Kate realizes the dinner has reset
again she begins throwing things. Pat tries to calm her down but Kate realizes that so far her
efforts to avoid displeasing her mother have been in vain and that the only thing in common
with the resets is her mother's disapproval. When Linda rings the doorbell Kate grabs a
kitchen knife with the intent of killing her mother. Before she can open the door the lights go
out and the dinner resets.

Scene V: It appears as though the dinner has started over but the kitchen is gone and Kate is
left in nothingness with only Pat. She realizes she tried to kill her mother and begins to cry.
Pat tells her that her mother is here and that Kate has to make a choice. Kate confronts her
mother and attempts to make Linda accept who she is. When it is clear that Linda’s own
prejudices won’t allow her to, Kate realizes that she gets to decide her identity for herself and
chooses her found family over her family by blood. Linda leaves, remorsefully saying Kate
looks just like her father while Pat and Kate hold hands in solidarity.
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Scene |

60

A small kitchen with a table set for dinner. Pat is carelessy making lasagna.
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(Pat throws out the lasagna and
carefully looks around before

putting a new boxed lasagna in the oven)
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(doorbell rings)
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(Kate frantically looks for a place to hid the
ring and grabs a nearby cookie jar)
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(Pat and Linda sit down at the table)
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(blackout)

(Kate turns to go cook something else)
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Scene 11

The same small kitchen as before but the furniture appears to be slanted and skewed. Pat is still carelessly making lasagna

24

(Pat goes to take out new boxed lasagna from

the freezer as Kate quickly enters)
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(Pat hides the new lasagna box behind their back)
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(doorbell rings)
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(Pat throws out burnt lasagna and puts the

32

new one back in the freezer as Linda enters)
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(the three of them sit down at the table)
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(Kate kicks Pat under the table)
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(blackout)

(Kate turns to change)
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Scene 111

The same small kitchen as before but it is even more distorted. Pat is still carelessly making lasagna
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Anxiously J

(Kate staggers in, Pat turns off the

oven before rushing to help)
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(Kate begins to panic)
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Scene IV

The same small kitchen as before but extremely distorted. Pat is patomiming making lasagna.
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(Kate sees the knife on

the kitchen counter)
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(Kate picks up the knife and holds it in her hand

before walking towards the door)
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(blackout)

(doorbell rings)

Gl Gl ] " C I Gl ] (@l " Gl Gl
] 1 ] I m " W ] I 1 I I ]
= o
2 S
] 1 " 1 " ] I 1 1 I "
" " ] 1
\.ﬁ\\ ~ \,V IS a\\\f L ] o\ﬁt——? . Ry :—?ﬂ
] " ] 1
\.ﬁ} N A L ] o\.ﬁt.—# Oy Al Nt
] " ] 1
o i - I i o\.ﬁt.—# Ay Al Nt
y <) )
1 IW\\ § u\\\ § | ] ]
e U & ke 1] 1] oLl hy Dk Dkk T
] o
= 2\ &2
" I " i " " i 25 w85
oA. ! ! W
A N N A N o) A N m ¢ e A
, . . . . .\ f’ . ” a . . . .
= 8 S 3 £ 50 R s 8

mp



70

Flute

Oboe

Clarinet in Bb

Bassoon

HominF

Trumpet in Bb

Trombone

Tom-toms

Bass Drum

Piano

Kate

Linda

Pat

Violin

Violin

Viola

Violoncello

Contrabass

Aggressively 4.=60

Scene V

The lights remain out as Kate enters into nothingness.
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(Kate hands Linda

her engagement ring)

&T_ _%V
I I I I I I I I ] [
Aa. L TR Ji 7 T A.VL_ W N fuw ) p_mJ \awﬂ
<
=]
Aa. 1 " y N U I I I I " " I m g \ 1 r U ¢ il
'y ,w T f f
o " .V\\N L VI I I I I " " I g ND i i o || W
Al (YHER TN M [ H T (YAEN
auurm; — h.wuvm;
 Ju " N I I I I " " I T 1 HH m;
~t ~e ‘\MW m; ~e o Q] \o\\\
~t . /0\\\
| | | | | | | 71 | | -
QL M \umnfmJ\\,H il il TN & |
\ L |
" " I I " I " ) . " I
QL N .TP\V Y 3 NI Gy
YA g
-\143 | | | | | | | | | m | |
Q] ||| & il B 1| Y D Ohw
R=
" I I I 1 I " " 1 I "
NS M || g || * N || Qv
| YN ~e ~ m >y ~y ¢ <
< > ﬁ ] I I I I 1 I MJ
Mo M e s (TR [ 1S / P & S
~ | 1R NDv 8 ~ [l T A ﬁ ﬂ
MBI s N Yoaley | _ _ | . _AMH Sl | ! Vi ||| ] o . .
e Il k= ]
3 S :
THJ I I I > I " " I m " "
M
8 s MBS B I =l HEREMETMIES
umwa_ W > mln.v
1 Bnl 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ~ ~ ~e ' ~t |
N R w || oAU & o0 | & ol & oal| &
[alinu Al [alian CANH K I XN alinnl oy [Alm alinyl [Alinu \ alinn 3 \ [Alim [alinn
" " 1 1 I " N ! I > ﬁ > > ﬁ > "
Q |~ Qi omll ol
" N N NG 0 N © N N NE» o @& ® T NG O ot N N
\ £ . » ) £ .
= & o i 2 £ & 1 = : : 2 2 & ¢



Tenyearsa - go_

mp

When did this hap - pen__

b e

me

U o

mf’

bhe*
Ex-cuse

S

mp _

e

mar-ry-ing Pat

mp
I'm

P S

H =

y
&
\e

4

J

J

o ()

\
\

Fl.

CL
Glock.
Kate
Linda
Pat

78

P
\/.\_/

& 4
mp
mp
mp

17

<m1;

ba=*

—t—

e

A~

575
e )
be

ey

Vin.
Vla.



79

Lo

586
r ()

#fw‘}. -

i

\

\

Xylophone

4

|
—

V 4
&)

0
A

all

eight-y sev-en thou-sand six___ hun-dred hours

three thou-sand six hun-dred fif -ty days___

ten years

V AW
&)

P

£

)

b"‘ he

<F_

A~
®-

.|7.

ey

N
I

be

FL

Ob.

CL

Bsn.

Glock.

Kate

Linda

Pat




80

e e e o e o e o bt 2% o) el e e o e o o e
. o
K E
" 1 1 ] ] 1 ] N k.v_ 1 T & 1 1 1 " 1 1 "
Ll ||«
\\@/ A Y m
N vl 2z
I I I I 1 I I I I = 1 I 1 I I 1
\Hmﬂ \\A’ M \. 1
LHU. v
EN ~ L4
 in\§ H w
b
" " " ] " " N " 18 A " [l 2 " " " " " "
e >
. 2
\\a/ By ~ i\#_ ] .mha
L | | [ L
AHU. 1 <
ER ~y Ll <
«w\ 7 E
o
1 I I I 1 I 1 I = I 1 I I 1
U 19 ] ~
‘A\A-IMJ 2
1@/ EX d p.mJ eI i » m ] NiTAg
Y =
I I I " " " ] " " I " g I ] " " ]
Q
s . :
E TR & 1 M i Nl
. I I I 1 1 I I 1 1 I . I . < . < . < . < .
L ﬂ-mH\ = 1| i TR T R TR M| R M
L | | 1 1 1 | 1 1 1 | M n_. | * < " < y < <
. = . . . .
B Sii & 2 il b:,m S N M,H N HH
| 1 0
1 1 ] ] ] 1 ] " " 1 b2 1 < < < <
QL 1 Hm E ] i Qly & Dy & Dy & M | (M
il iy col o dml Qo dm
N ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' “ = ' (YNl { Ya Nl { Yot T\ N
. =
[a]
3 il -2 4l T Mo T
TN NOe NG i’ N NG Nl NP O N N N N N TN N ot N N
\ » \ » L % » x Vs
= S = g g 2 g = a S o S 5 £ = < s s
= e © A T & 2 =< . £ S m = = = > > e




81

602

I, [d=j0 ) D RO d=0 o] =0 =0 d=j0 ) [deje o] (d=j0 9] [d=0 0 29 Q0 kb QD Q0
2
=
>
" ] " ] 1 " " N 1 ] 3 1 "
p =
3L o
Q| o~ < NEE QL
] 1] 1] ] By
=
o
>
| YN 4 | 1EEN | YR
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 | = | 1
(Y
9 4—
>
L I 5\ A I
<=
2 e 2 L
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~y ~y ~¢ 4 ~ hop) ¢ 15} ¢ s il & ~ ¢ ~y 5 ] &
G| G| ~ Gl Clme ~ ~ Clme C~ Gl fmi\ | Clme G| Clme Clme Gl Gl Gl
Al [Alm I Al alinn I A alinu [N Al AV N M 'k Al mul [alinyl [alinyl
=
= [} [} 0] [0} [0}
V_A 5 5 5 5 5
| | | | | | | | | | v 1 2 2 2 2 2
. : 89 S 28| |px 28|[o| & 2 8§ 2 S
-hnNP 1Y < =5 8§ 54 250 &3 083 3
Sass Sass Sass Sa At Sasn R At o sasn Sass Rasn Sass S ot o S Rass
< { 10 L)
2 e |
] I ] ] I I I I ] I ] I N N N 1 "
= N N A N 4
B : =R RETY RETY &
(AN 4 BN BN B§
b 1Al Al . T
| .j_m LIS B e
N
. ER i~ N ]
] S ] ] N N ] ] 20 N ] ] ] ]
KN R=|
‘A N \
Al m_ s TR 8
2 I ( T - il = U
kué . m.. e k”_ .2
da [y °
N o~ m
] ] 1 " " I ] 'y ] I 5 " I I " "
N N —
1 3
| T
5
[ Ya N0 ~d [ (YHA 2
Xy L [ = L
primi . o
.uu 13 & N Z
il Ay TTTe B
1 - & 1 1 N N I 1 1 N I I " "
.u
o
~ ~ [ DM 7 ~
- &

o o \ o (Al Sy N N (AN oany AT o AN AV N W A (Al By N O [Aliny
N N S a N N y N O NP7 N N N CTNOy NG £ N N
, .\ f’ .\ N\ pa f’ .\ f’ \

N—————
H. ) = = = g, =} = =) ) 3 3 = g g o 3 )
° © A = = = < = £ v, g 2 > > > > ©



82

o

LN

72

610
r ()

JP

\

Jp——

H g
o

mf | fp——

ord.

mf

mute off

o ()

\

154

s )

p— fp———

l\2\|
e

mp

not fine Just

I'm

a-gain it's not fine

0 - ver

and

o - ver

not fine_

and it's not fine it's

things

0
P A
V 4
[ fan W O]

Do

Jp——

s

be

F—f’_—bf‘_—?—b?—w‘-h?bﬁbbb obe

ord.

*
o
+

ord.
be

610
s )

IhaY
ey o

0 P
o |[GEEr—— _¢t*
(8=

Linda

Vin.

Vla.



83

(Kate turns to Pat)
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(Linda turns to leave
but hesitates)
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(Linda exits and Pat and Kate hold hands in solidarity)
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