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PROGRAM NOTE
THE PERPETUAL HELL OF YOUR OWN UNDOING
FOR CHAMBER ENSEMBLE
Emery Miles Tackett

November 30", 2023

The Perpetual Hell of Your Own Undoing 1s a musical dramatic work for a chamber
ensemble and two voices. In it, two souls trapped in the afterlife must struggle to regain their
memories through dreams in order to figure out where they are and why they’ve been brought
there. Over time, as their memories are regained, they learn that they were in fact lovers.
However, by the end the realization that one of the pair killed the other threatens to tear the two
apart.

This musical dramatic work deals with themes of death, memory, and forgiveness. It
utilizes both classical and Avant Garde musical ideas to convey the drama. As the characters’

moods change and the context is revealed, the music itself changes as well to match.
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Scene 1
In the liminal space between life and death.
JOHN descends a long staircase.
JOHN
Where the hell am 1? How did I get here?
JANE
I wish I could tell you...
JOHN
And why can’t you?
JANE
Because I don’t know myself.
JOHN
Haven’t you tried to figure it out?
JANE

I just arrived here, same as you.
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Scene 2
JANE
I had the most wonderful dream last night.
JOHN
What was it?
JANE

Let me tell you!
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Scene 3
JOHN
I had a dream last night.
JANE
What was it about?
JOHN
It was about my father.
JANE
More specifically...
JOHN

The way he raised me growing up, and what he taught me.
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Scene 4

JANE
I had the most amazing dream last night!

JOHN
Me too!

JANE
And the craziest part: You were in it.

JOHN
You were in my dream as well.

JANE

You know what this means. We must have known each other during our lives.
JOHN

I wonder what the connection between us was.
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Scene 5

JANE
My dream last night was horrifying.

JOHN
What happened?

JANE
Stay away from me, you monster.

JOHN

Just tell me what happened.
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Scene 5

JOHN
Should I stay and let myself dissolve? Or should I go and live a new life? Do I deserve to live

again?

At this point the actor playing JOHN makes a decision about whether to stay or go. If
they stay, they should sit and think pensively. If they go, they should exit through the

door onstage.
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